
 
 

Message to TGB Presidents on District of Muskoka review 
 

 

As part of the Provincial Government’s review of the District of Muskoka and 7 other regional 
municipalities, there is an opportunity for public comment. The deadline is May 21st. 
 
It appears that the government’s intention is to merge the municipalities in this District, including the 
Township of Georgian Bay, into one municipality to achieve their stated objectives of greater 
efficiency and effectiveness. Reducing mayors, councilors and senior staff positions will almost 
certainly save money. If the plans include maintaining all services provided at current levels, or using 
the savings to improve services, then GBA believes that this strategy is likely to garner popular 
support. 
 
The main issue for the coastal residents in Georgian Bay is that, with such a merger, it is likely that we 
will lose control over planning regulations (future Official Plans and Zoning Bylaws), and planning 
management and enforcement. Also, given the logistical issues that affect the provision of services in 
largely water-access-only communities, only a limited number of services, such as planning and waste 
management, can be provided to our communities. If the Township becomes part of a large 
municipality then it is even more likely than is the case now that our communities will be paying for 
services that they cannot receive. 
 
If this first round of municipal reviews is successful, others may follow, so all the coastal municipalities 
of Georgian Bay are potentially vulnerable to being absorbed into their respective district, or a nearby 
district. The interests of residents in Georgian Bay coastal municipalities are well aligned on issues 
such as planning, protecting the environment, and waste management. We also have a good 
understanding of the logistics regarding the provision of municipal services to our communities and 
what we can, and should not, expect from our municipalities. There may therefore be a future 
opportunity for collaboration amongst Georgian Bay coastal communities. 
 
The Mayor of the Township has submitted a proposal to the reviewers to ask them to split off the 
area west of the 400, but excluding Port Severn, from the rest of the District. You may wish to support 
this proposal, or to oppose merger of the Township with other municipalities in the District of 
Muskoka, for the reasons noted above; 
 
We encourage all associations and residents of the Township of the Georgian Bay to submit their 
views on this important matter at:  
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-regional-government-review#section-3 
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